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Serial No.: 


Group Art Unit: 


Filed: Herewith 
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For: GUARD AND DOLLY FOR LINE 
TRIMMING APPARATUS 


Attorney Docket No.: 59428.01 1 4 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Commissioner of Patents 

and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant submits the following list of references under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97. Copies 
of the references cited in the attached PTC- 1 449 are found in the parent application of this case, serial 
numbers09/347,476. 

No fee is required because, under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b), this Information Disclosure Statement 
is being filed (1 ) within three months of this application's filing date, (2) within three months of entry 
into the national phase under 37 C.F.R. § 1.491 of an international application, or (3) before the 
mailing date of the first office action on the merits. 

If, however, unknown to Applicant, an office action on the merits has been mailed prior to 
the mailing date of this Information Disclosure Statement, Applicant hereby conditionally authorize 
the $240 fee required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97(c) and 1 . 1 7(p) to be charged to Deposit Account No. 
1 9-4547. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional filing fees or surcharges or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 9-4547. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 


STRASBURGER & PRICE, L.L.P. 
901 Main Street, Suite 4300 
Dallas, Texas 75202-3794 
(214) 651-4300 
(214) 651-4330 (Fax) 


Respectfully submitted. 




R. Scott Rhoades 
Registration No. 44,300 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TBADEMAIIK OrFICE 


InresppRcattonol: Mark R, Moore 
8e.talNa:09/ 347.476 o.o«pA.iua 3671 

FNed: July 2. 1999 ^--^ £ 

¥on Guard & Dolly For Line » 
Trimning Apparatus attSlSo: = 

CommlMlootr ol ftltnle entl Twdwiwlit 
Wa«hlnglon,D.C. 20231 

INirORMAI ION DISCLOSURE SI AI EMEKI' 
(first pag0 tor use dutiiVP^^^ of ^Pf^^'^ 
The fo«owl..9 sectlcis a.e bebig submlUed lor ttib l.ifor,iMillo.i Disclosure 8talenie.il: 

(ctwck secUo,» fi^m a Pa^' '"^ sMenw,^ discard mused sections a,Hl iiumber 

pages consecult/eijfj 

I. [X| PrefcnInaiyBlaleinenle 

2» ra WenUBcallonOniiiieOIFIIIng 

3. □ nequeslForCoiisldwaUonOllnlbfiiwMoiiDlsclosuieStalemenlSutaiiH^^ 

AKowance 

4. IjO Slalemenls WIttinespeclToLlsUngOllnloimallon 

5 □ SlalemeiilsWilline8p8clToTraiwl8lter»8 0INo«Eiigllal»lnfoima«loo 

a U) Slatemeirts Will nespecl To (>^Hea 01 Ltated WormaHon Items Acconip^^^^ 

^ TNa Statemenl 
7. □ Slalenienl 01 Non-Possession 01 Documents 
e ra Concise ExplanaUon Of Listed liilormatlon Items 

I NS stalenMHit concludes with section 9, PXOMA^ aiul section 10. IdentincalkMi ol Per- 
son(s) MaHhig llila Inloimallon Otedosore Slalement 


o 


ctm vicMi or maiumo isf cm i mi 

John H. Harrison . 


(information Disclosure Slalemenl-FlrsI Page (alt 11) l».ll-pafle t ol -L) 
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1. PrtlimlnarytlateiMnit 

■ Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other ^l^^j^fl'^l 
awa?e. which ihey believe may be material to U.e exanjnatlon «™* 
spect of which there may be a duty to disclose In accordance w.lh 37 CFR 1 .5«. 

While this Information Disclosure Statement may be "materiar' pursuant to 37 CFR 156 
it ir^nonntenJed to constitute an admission that any patent. P"'''|;'«'£; 
relen ed to therein ia "prior art" for this Invention unless specHlcally designated as sucii. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(b) the filing ol this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be conslnjed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material Infor- 
mation as dellned In 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. 

NOTE' THE FOLLOWINO BEOUIREMeNrS MUST BE MET TO ASSURE THAT ALL ITEMS LISTED ON THE 
■ INFORMA TION STATEMENT ARE OONSIDERECk II th9 Mcmmtion t»ietosur« StatenienI Is submri- 
I9d before the claims have been mdlcaled as allowaUe and Modes (t) '^^^^f! I^'^''^!^'**^ 
Hons or other MormaUort, (2) a concise explanatiort of llw relevance el each Haled Hem «nrf R> * «W 
ol each Vsled tt&n or tf» retevanf porliort ol tf»e Bsled patenls. pubBealiom or other MormaVon (ahxtg 
wOh a iranslaHort of perllnenl potiksna ol foreign language Items, it avaBable) then H must be eonOd. 
eredbythe Examiner. The ExamHter may consider a citation for any reason, whether or not me citation 
la hluaeonlomanee with avaproeerkm. Htt>B*i «Oft 

(I'eiir teminvtd on pa^« 6-1 J ) 


(Information Dteclowire Stalemenl-SecUon 1 PreWnilnary Slatemente IM J-PW -^J 
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2. idMllfleallonOf'nmvOfFlling 

This tntormatton Disclosure StalemanI 

(cheekandeompMB(MK(b)M(<9orm 
(a) □ accompaniss Ihe new patent application submitted herewHh. 37 CFR 1 .97(a) 

olmaHlngfor»n»wcts». 

lb) n Is tiled within three nwnths after tliefllino dale ol the applh»tloo or months 
after recelwlno the lilino receipt, whichever is laler. 37 CFR 1.97(a) 

wore ><pplMn«t««"«m»i«B«<"tefltai»«WrilftftM^ 
CFRi.9r(af. 

(c) (3 tNs Information Disclosure Statement Is bsing submitted as the Infonnatlon was 

brought to attention. 

(d) n Is being submitted alternotlce of allowance and a Request For ConsWerallon Of 

InfomwUon Disclosure Statement Submitted After Allowance (Section 3) Is In- 
. cUided. 

wore Anyamendmwtafl»m»nmangatlheno1k0Ot»Kawane0nmrnelb»madeM^ 

(e) □ Is a supplemeniallnformation Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR 1.99 

a a previous Information Disclosure Statement was filed on 


NOTE: upd«li>gofth0tntonMllona»elotur0SlatBnnml$fiouklbesubmitM 

ntu and ahaO ba aeeompanladby txplanatlertt otralavanca and by copha Martin aceordanea wUh (ha 
raqukamatHaotmalntermatlonaseloaun$MamaiUilsalf.97CFR t.99.ThatansmtttalahoutdlncMaa 
$lalamenl axptalnlng why tfM Infomwiton wat not aarOaf uanamHfad (andlNs canba dona In tha spaea ba- 

<brC»»/Mn(tooorManMitanIXfctos^ MA 

□ this supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted as 
the information was brought to sItenUon 

(t) □ The art was encountered In the course of the prosecution of the corresponding 
foreign applleatlon(s) In 


(ntmaf^Qlcountyfiaafandaartalnwrtbaifal} 


(Infonnation Otodosure Statement— Section 2 Mentlilcatlon 01 Tkne 01 Filing 
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4. Stalmienit With Retpecl To Listing Of Inf ormaUon 


A HsI ol Ihe patent(9) and/or puWlcaHon(s) Is set forth on the allached (Seclion 9) 

. page(8) ol Form PTO-1449 (Modified), 


NOre: h ccmpfeifng pro t449 (ModifM){l shoM be kepi h mind that 37 CFR 1MM requken Ihet AH 
iMHted States patents nsted should be kfentHled by fhetr psteni numbers, patenf dates and names of 
the patentees. Each foreign pubttsfwd applfeatfon or patent slwutd be died ty fdentffyfng ihe eouiMiy or 
office which tosued if, the documwt number and pubUcation date indicated on the docvmetit. Each 
pdntedpubHeaifon ahoufd be identified by author (if any), Utte of the pvbifcaHon, pages, date and place 
ofpubncaihrt*' 

nw Notice of August 9, t995 (tOST O,0, 4 1) States: *'Among ihe hfonnaHon thai should be proMed 
on Fomr PTO- 1449 Is tlw date ot the cHation, In addition. H is hefpful if ihe dass and siOfdass of each 
citation is provided, it is appreciated that classification Infonnation may not be tinown a tim time Fomt 
prO'i449 is prepared men dassification hfonnafion Is not t^now, draw a line in the boxes under the 
class and subdaaa headkig m^aceni to the dtafhn for i*ftfc/i dassifica^ fnfonnatlon is not known. " 
NOTE: "The reference designations "AA'\ "AB''. eta (refenfng to AppHeants* referetke A ^neants' reler- 
ence ft etc.) wiH be used by the Examiner bi Uie same maimer as the Examiner's reference deslgna- 
Hons *'B'\ "C", etc. on Offk:eAeHon Form PTOt 142,*' Notice of August 15. 1990(996 O.Q. 5), 

wore- BEPftESENTA H VE ITHWSr 'Wwri two or more patents or pubHcaUons considered malerial are sub- 
stanMly Identic^, a copy of the representative one may be Muded In the statement and others 
merely Hated** 37 CFR I99(bh 

WARHIHOt The Notice ot December 23. 1992 11027 TMOQ 762) points out "The final nile states dearly that 
tlje publication date indicated on the document should be submitted ms wHI not serve to pre* 
dude a showing of a different, actual publication date. Another purpose ot the citation requirement 
In INS seeUon la to permii ready reference to the document ftom its dtaUofi ' ' 

The NoHee ot August 5, 1983 00S7 0.0. 41) states: 'Woto that the Hating citations on Fomt 
PTO'U49 does not raise anIrretaittablepresmipHon that the dtatlon Is prior art A holding by ait 
exenUner thai any dtatlon on form PTO'1449 Is prior att to claimed sut^eci matter can be rebut- 
ted by procedures commonly used to rebut ^ prior att statue of an examkier'a dtailonsonFonn 
PVO'992. yioHeeot References ated". " 

(cotnptotB (a) or (b) It appflcablB) 

(a) □ Is believed to be represenlalive ol the following 

. patents or publicalions: 


(b) □ In the English language Is believed lo be the 

equivalent of the following non-EngRsh patents or publlcaUons: 


(Information Disclosure Slaiement-SecUon 4 Statements With Respect To UMtng Of 

Information [Wl-page -Mtl 
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6. Slattmenls Wllh Respect To Copies ol Usted Informallon Items Accompanying 
This Statement 

dstedpaieni or pabHcatlOn or oiherftem of fnforrjwUon in wnVen form or of a !ea$l theporUorm Ihmeofeorh 
8!deredbythepersonmigthedfsck)Sur0stBfemenUobef>eti^^^ 

3rCFntS€(b)$tBte$:'V(sek)Suros. . .mustbe^otwanMbyacofyyofeachfore^pBtentifocvnmK 
non-fiatentpubfk:afk)n,orotfwrnoni)atenlHmoffntdr^ 

astaiemenfthaUhacopylsnotkithepossessksnotUwpersonmMngllied^^^^ ♦ " 
nhaporiionofadocumentreqdredtot)esubmlttadur}(kr^ 1.S€(b)lsUioporthnwNchhmateiialtoUiB 
eMan^tiononh0applleaffonW(i&§ r56ft|l"WafceofWt>wrtber3a $96$, 49 m 5^^ Jmwary 4, 
1984. 

Jhafa (3 no assurance that art or other Informatfon not submHted with copies ol fisted Hems In accordance 
wtththegMellneswiHbeconsldere d brtheBxanilnenMPEPt $09. 

Aoopyof 
(g each 
* Q none 
□ only those listed below 
or the items on PTO-1449 (Modifled) is supplied herewith: 

(IndlcateiforUyaportionofB Hsted item Isbefng supplied) 


NOTB: If eeehHsted Item la mi mjppM herewith, complete Section 7, Statement oiNon-Pos s ea a l o rtciDoah 
rnerita^toerwirwthetMorwttkirtiXsckfsurelactfnsld^aredertd/Oftoeyoldert 


(Informaton Disclosure Statement— Section e Statement With Respect To Copies OMUstetJ 
Information Hems Accompanying This Statement [6»1)-f age Set ^) 
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8. Conch* EiplaiuiUon ol U»led mrormaUon llem« 

iheretevttnctofMchMdditefii* . 

er«dnsmt^thBeonctseexpfmi^'<>V^''^*ot37CFn U8(b).MPEP § 609. 

A condse explanaUoo of the Items listed on PTO-1449 (ModHied) Is: 

□ not given 

□ given for only some listed Uem(8) 
Q given for eMtiisted item 

PTO-1449 (IWIodlfied) CONCISE EXPLANATION 

REFERENCE DESIGNATION 


U .S . Patent No . 3 ,587 ,749 


U.S. Patent No, 4.312.178 


Uls. Patent No. 4.446,680 


An electric power saw having a saw blade 
attached to and carried by a wheeled carrier. 
The shield on the power saw Is attached to a 
base plate of the carrier and the shoe and 
cutter blade are adjustable relative to each 
other to adjust the blade cutting height. A 
ptvotally-mounted handle carries a switch for 
stopping and starting the saw electric motor. 
The carrier base plate is supported on three 
wheels for ease of turning and maneuvering. 

A balanced, self-propelled lawn edger includes 
an edging cutter blade positioned near the 
inner side and rearwardly of the larger of two 
traction wheels of unequal diameters on a common 
drive axle. A smaller traction wheel can be 
axial ly adjusted relative to the larger wheel to 
regulate the. angle of cut adjacent to a side wall 
or curbing*- 

A cordless lawn edger includes a frame supported 
on at least three wheels and carries batteries, 
A pivotally-mounted sub-assembly having a drive 
motor is also included on the frame and a rigid 
edger blade is mounted on the drive motor output 
shaft and on a bUde guard. A blade-positioning 
lever is pivotal ly attached to the main guide 
handle for vertical positioning of the blade. 


Informallon Disclosure Statemenl-Secllon 8 Concise ExplanaBon of LjsHed Items 
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PTO-1449 

REFERENCe DESIGNATION 
U.S. Patent No. 4,224,784 


U»S. Patent No. 4.463,544 


U.S. Patent No. 4,442.659 


ADDED PAOe 

CONCISE eXPlANAriON 

An attachment for a line trimner which Includes 
a collar with support legs attached. thereto and 
wheels attached to the support legs. A U-shaped 
brace is attached between the support legs, 
holding them at an angle to each other. The 
collar is placed loosely around the handle of an 
existing line trimmer and the line trimmer Is 
Inverted in order to make its face perpendicular • 
to the ground. The legs are Inserted Into the 
collar and the collar is then secured to the 
handle with the head of the line trimtier between 
the ends of the U-shaped brace. 

An edger having a frame, a handle for pushing 
the frame and a motor rotatably mounted on the 
frame for adjusting the motor and the cutting 
blade at a selected angle with respect to the 
horizontal. . 

A trinmer is pivotally connected to a dolly 
having a handle, such that the pivotal connection 
forward of the dolly wheels and raising and 
lowering of the dolly handle effects lowering 
and raising of the trimmer and the corresponding 
depth of cut. 

A combined mower and trimner having a frame 
fitted with three wheels and a motor with the 
motor pivotally mounted on the frame for adjustment 
into both mowing and edging or trimming 
configuration. 

A lawn edger and trimmer having a frame fitted 
with three wheels and a motor and cutting 
assembly pivotally attached to the frame for 
adjustment into edging and triraraing configuration. 

A powered grass cutting machine which may be 
oriented in mowing, trimming and edging 
configuration. The motor and wheels are attached 
to the frame in such a manner that the motor 
can be positioned In all three configurations. 

A lawn mower and edger carriage which is 
characterized by a frame fitted with three wheels 
. and an upward-standing post and guide handle bars 
for receiving a conventional edging apparatus and 
using the edging apparatus as a lawn mower and 


U.S. Patent No. 2,608,043 


U.S. Patent No. 2,721,433 


U.S. Patent No. 2,942,397 


U.S'. Patent No; 4,182,100 
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BEFEnENCe DESIGNATION 
U.S. -Patent No. 4,587,800 


U.S. Patent No. 4,796,415 


U.S. Patent No. 4.922,694 


U.S. Patent No. 5,309,701 


ADDED PAGE 

CONCISE EXPIANMION 

A trinmlng and edging device for grass and 
the like fitted with a motor mounted on a 
housing in two positions, such that the device 
may operate as a lawn mower ^nd an edger. 

A dolly for receiving a line trimming apparatus 
and maintaining the rotating spool in a selected 
orientation with respect to the ground in order 
to mow. trim and edge grass. A universal dolly 
includes a split frame provided. with removable 
front and rear legs and removable side legs for 
receiving wheels and supporting the dolly in 
rolling configuration on a lawn drive with a 
sidewalk. In a second embodiment the plastic 
dolly further includes a split frame with 
removable, front, rear and side legs to facilitate 
an optional configuration for operation of the 
line trimner In mowing, trimming and edging 
configuration. In another embodiment of the 
invention a dolly base of selected configuration 
Includes two or three wheels and is designed to 
mount on a line triower for edging and lawn 
mowing purposes. < 

A light-weight, two-wheel support for a line 
trimmer that allows a trimmer to be ujsed as a 
wheeled lawn mower and a wheeled edger and is 
adjustable for all line trimmers. 

A conventional four wheel lawn mower carriage 
includes a vertically-mounted electric motor 
with flexible cutting lines attached to the 
bottom end of the motor axial drive shaft. A 
hand lever Is attached to the electric motor, 
thus enabling the electric motor to rotate from 
a vertical position to a transverse, horizontal 
position such that the flexible cutting line 
rotates in a vertical plane parallel to and 
outside of the carriage. 
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10. IdenimcaUon 01 Person(s) Making This IMFORMATIOM DISCtOSURE 
STATEMENT 

NOfE' 37 CfB tS6(b) 9Me$: "Disdowes ... may tw msde to the Office fhrvugh an attorney cr ^jj^^' 
UigresponstbnityforthepreparatHfncrpm^ 
(ng in N$ or her own behalf.** 

The person making this statement Is 

(check each applicable itetn (a) and (b)) 


(a) □ the invenlor(s) who signs below 


SIGNATURE OF INVENTOfI 


Type rams ol Inventor who is stgnlno 


(b) Q the attorney who signs below on the basis of: 

(check each appVcebh Hem) 

[X] the infomnatton supplied by the invenlor(s) 
{(3 whtohhaa been reviewed by the attorney 
□ wNch has not been reviewed by the attorney 

[xl the Inrormalion in the attorney's file 


Reg. No.: 24.968 A/fh^ VW l/^ywiOeK, 

• SHUMihrniOFATTOfWEV 

Tel. No. (318) 797-3062 John Harrison 

Type or print neme of attorney 

gi39 E. Bert Kouns 


Shr^eport. Louisiana 71105 


(infonnatlon Disdosura Statement— Section 10 IdenlHication Of Petson(8) MiJdng This 

Information Disclosure Statement (•■1]— page -J-»-of -»-*-) 


Attorney Docket 

No. B- 67123 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re application of: 


Mark R. Moore 
Serial No.: 09/347,476 
Filed: 07/02/99 

For: GUARD AND DOLLY FOR LINE 
TRIMMING APPARATUS 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 


Group Art Unit: 3671 
Examiner: 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
(37CFRl.8a) 
I hereby certify that this paper (along with any 
paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date 
shown below with sufficient postage as first class mail and 
in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington. D.C. 20231. 

Anne Ziegler 

(Typed name^of person mailing paper) 


(Signature of 



g paper) 


Date: (N^ 


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, Applicant hereby makes of record the 
references set forth in the attached modified form PTO/SB/08A. No inference should be 
made that the cited references are in fact material, are in fact prior art, or that no better art 
exists. The cited patents are listed in numerical order and not in any order based on their 
pertinence. 

It is requested that the Examiner fully consider the cited references and that they be 
cited on the firont of any patent issuing firom this application. 

Copies of the cited references are attached. 

An early action on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Date: & IMQ /i^^^^^ ^ 

Michael E. Martin 
Registration No. 24,821 

Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P. 

P.O. Box 688 

Dallas, TX 753 13-0688 

Phone: (214)969-4630 

147251 
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